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IOSH EDINBURGH BRANCH 

Minutes of 256 Edinburgh Branch Meeting 

Peffermill Playing Fields, University of Edinburgh 9th April 2015 at 14:00 

Sederunt: 

M Grimmer H Pearson L Young D Sinclair J Davis S Boucher A McLeod 

R Balfry S Forbes E Bertray G Hutton S Keddie K Breen K O’Donnell 

P French I Murray B Hendeson D Connell R Walker R Wilson M Cowie 

W Szpunar T Ambler V Stewart R Barker A Pollock S McCann L Murray 

G Browse C Turnbull M Batho P Forest    

 
Apologies: G Murray, G Neville, K Boers, A Thomson 

1 Chair 

Mick took the Chair and outlined the safety arrangements (Fire) and reminded the audience to switch off 
their mobiles.  

2 Minutes of previous meetings 

2.1.1 Receipt 

If you are unable to find or download the minutes please email Secretary; 
Helen.Pearson@viridissafety.co.uk Minutes can be found at http://www.iosh.co.uk/Membership/Our-
membership-network/Our-Branches/Edinburgh-branch/Branch-minutes.aspx 

2.2 March meeting 2015 

Proposed by – S Keddie 
Seconded by – L Young 

3 Group Reports 

3.1 Education Development Adviser 

Nothing to add. 

3.2 Specialist Groups 

Offshore Group: Next Meeting 30th April and 8th June 

3.3 District 

The District were delighted again to see a good turn out on the evening (2nd April) and they had two 
speakers for the evening firstly Douglas McConnell from West of Scotland branch, and committee 
member of the IOSH Environmental and Waste management Group who gave a short presentation on 
the group and how it supports delivery of IOSH’s vision to E&WMG members and further afield, i.e. “a 
world of work which is safe, healthy and sustainable” our second speaker was John Cherrie Professor of 
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human health who gave an excellent presentation on occupational Cancer and IOSH’s new campaign 
“no time to lose” and participated in a lively question and answer session afterwards 
 
Annual site visit has been arranged for Collace Quarry Thursday 4 June 2015  
Have the opportunity to see a live quarry and the hazards and risks associated in its operation which 
includes the production and supply of coated road stone along with a wide range of dry road stone 
products  
• Hot Rolled Asphalts  
• Stone Mastic Asphalts  
• Dense Bitumen Macadams   
 
Recycling 
Tayside Contracts’ aim is to maximise the use of recycled material and minimise the amount of material 
being tipped in Landfill sites. The current range of material being produced is: 
• Sub base and road base  
• General fill  
• Top Soil  
• Drainage and Filter Bedding 
 
 The quarry has a UKAS accredited laboratory for material testing  
• A Quality Assurance scheme to BS EN ISO 9002 is in operation, accredited by BSIQA  
• An Environmental Management scheme to BS EN ISO 14001 is also in operation, again accredited by 

BSIQA. 

4 External Events 

4.1 IOSH – “No time to Lose” Campaign - Was launched 8th Nov 2014,  

Purpose: 

 raise awareness of a significant health issue facing workers in the UK and internationally 

 suggest some solutions on a UK scale to tackle the problem – a national model that can be 
transposed internationally 

 offer free practical, original materials to businesses to help them deliver effective prevention 
programmes  

Looking at 6 key areas; 
Part 1: Diesel Exhaust Emissions – booklets were available on the seats and at the back of the room. 
Part 2: Solar radiation – available at AGM in May 
Part 3: Silica 
Part 4: Shift work involving night working 
Part 5: Asbestos 

Remaining parts will be launched over the next 12 months. For more information 
http://www.notimetolose.org.uk/ 

4.2 Health and Safety Scotland 22nd – 23rd April 2015 SECC Glasgow 

To register your FREE place http://healthandsafetyevents.co.uk 

4.3  IOHA & BOHS 2015 25th – 30th April 2015, London, “Building on Occupational Hygiene 
Together’ 

Preliminary Programme now released. For bookings & info: http://www.ioha2015.org/  

4.4 IOSH Conference 16th & 17th Junev 2015 - ‘Leadership in action’  

Strong leadership throughout an organisation is the fundamental driver in delivering a successful 
health and safety strategy. To register your interest and find out more: 
http://www.ioshconference.co.uk 

4.5 ISTR Summer Symposium 30 June -1 July 2015, Liverpool 

“Machinery and PUWER” more information: http://www.istr.org.uk/ 
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4.6 Lecture - Are we Really Safe? 6 - 8pm (lecture 6 - 7pm), Wed 27 May 2015. Lindsay Stewart 
Lecture Theatre, Craiglockhart Campus. FREE 

This lecture will focus on the differing threats to individuals and society from a range of aspects. It 
will expose our macro environmental weaknesses through an exposition of natural disasters 
including pandemics, famine, adverse weather conditions and climate change and our micro 
environmental vulnerabilities through human error, mechanical failure terrorist attack, war, risk, 
transport malfunctions’ lack of safety at events and many others to draw together similarities and 
differences in the way in which we expose, try to combat and expend our energies on futile and 
irrational solutions to the inevitable consequences of risk. 
 
The talk will bring into sharp relief propaganda, folk tales, information vs intelligence and how a 
disaster can strike in a matter of seconds with devastating effects. We will focus on the way in 
which a safety culture and the intelligence services make the world a safer place and also on how 
the causes of unsafe conditions are a minute detail in our everyday lives 
The lecture will be followed by a networking drinks reception.  
 
The lecture is free but please register your attendance to lectures@napier.ac.uk. 

4.7 RoSPA Scotland Essential Updates – ½ day seminars Tue 19th May, COSLA Conference 
Centre, Edinburgh 

Morning seminar – Occupational health management in Scotland 
09:00 – 12:15 Occupational Health Management 
12:15 – 13:30 Lunch 
13:30 – 16:15 Scottish Health and Safety Legal Update 
Members - £99 plus VAT 
Non-Members - £125 plus VAT 
 
Afternoon seminar – Scottish health and safety legal update 
Members - £99 plus VAT 
Non-Members - £125 plus VAT 
 
Full day discounted rate 
Members - £145 plus VAT 
Non-Members - £185 plus VAT 
 
Lunch and refreshments included in all ticket types 
Visit www.rospa.com/events/scotland for more information or to book your place. Alternatively, call 
0121 248 2089 or email events@rospa.com 

5 Members Items 

5.1 AGM May 2015 – Would you like to join the committee?  

Nomination forms at the back of the room and available on the website soon. 

5.2 Site Visit – 11th June 2015 at BP Grangemouth. Time TBC. 

Places limited to 16. 
For details on how to book and PPE requirements, please see website. 

5.3 From the floor?  
(This is your opportunity to share problems & ideas with your peers) 

6 Short Talk: Douglas Connell, IOSH Environmental and Waste Management Group 

We’ve added Douglas’s presentation to the Branch website adjacent to these minutes – please 
take moment or two to view it.  

  



7 Main Talk:  

7.1 Charlotte O'Kane, Associate, Pinsent Masons  

Gave an overview of Environmental Law, Sentencing Guidelines, Recent Case review and Future 
developments.  We’ve added Charlotte’s presentation to the Branch website adjacent to these 
minutes – please set aside some time to view it.  
 

7.2 Adrian Bond, National Operations Waste Unit Manager, SEPA  

Then went to give talks on SWITCH (Scottish Waste Industry Training, Competency, Health & 
Safety Forum) and the Implementation of the Waste (Scotland) Regulations 2012. 
 
We’ve added both of Adrian’s presentations to the Branch website adjacent to these minutes – 
please set aside some time to view them.  
 

8 Dates of next meetings: 

Edinburgh Branch:  

14th May: Buffet, AGM, Vice-Presidential Address and Control of Contractors, Chris White, 
Director of TREEVOLUTION Scotland. 

Tay District: 

15th Sept: Legal Update. Jonathan Guy, Partner, Anderson Strathearn. 

 

Helen Pearson  
LFOH, FIIRSM RSP, CMIOSH    
Branch Secretary 

Ali McLeod   
CMIOSH 
Meetings Secretary 

 

 


